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Many have s l e p t beneath the skies of 
Tom K i t a Chara Lodge i n the past 35 years« 
Many have made e v e r l a s t i n g f r i e n d s i n the 
past and know t h a t more await i n the f u t u r e . 
The same w i t h memories^ f o r we each have 
our own to l i v e by. But. many of our memories 
have become dim and u n c e r t a i n and many of us 
have f a r too fev; because we are young. 

To those memories and those absent^ t h i s 
e f f o r t i s made^ We hope you enjoy The " F i r s t 
35" as much as we d i d i n making t h i s booklet 
possible^ 

Sincerely yours i n the Brotherhood^ 

Lyle Bates 

Fred Locher 
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I n the land of the l e a p i n g buck i t a l l began 
i n 1936. I n the camp newspaperp THE SUN STAR, came the 
announcement: 

" I n an e l a b o r a t e ceremony l a s t evening 
which was patterned a f t e r an I n d i a n 
c o u n c i l f i r e J a number of new can
d i d a t e s f o r the Order of the Arrow 
were named. 
The Order of the Arrow i s a n a t i o n a l 
camping honor f r a t e r n i t y . 
Today the ca n d i d a t e s a r e going through 
t h e i r o r d e a l . " 

Through the e f f o r t s of Scout E x e c u t i v e , 
W i l l i a m E, Hoffmann^ the E x e c u t i v e Board voted to adopt 
the Order of the Arrow as part of the c o u n c i l program. 
The c o u n c i l had a l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n formed on the legend 
of t h e L e n n i Lenape before t h i s . But on J u l y 26^ 1936;, 
the r i t u a l team from Ma Ka J a Wan Lodge out of Highland 
Park, 111, inducted the f i r s t 15members of our lodge. 
The ceremony took p l a c e a t Camp Tesomas^ a s h o r t d i s 
tance out on the north logging t r a i l , o v e r l o o k i n g the 
swamp. 

And The Sun S t a r followed w i t h the f a n f a r e . 
L a t e r i n the summer another group was inducted, i n c l u d 
ing W i l l i a m E, Hoffmann, 

Our f i r s t year was a busy one. One of the Lodge* s 
f i r s t a c t i v i t i e s was a t r i p to Madison i n August of * 36 
for acamporee* B e l i e v e i t or not, paper tepees weather
ed a r a i n s t o r m and a tornado. L a t e r i n the f a l l some 
brothers t r a v e l e d to Owossippe Lodge of Chicago, and 
got acquainted w i t h the Order a l i t t l e more. Our f i r s t 
Bylaws were w r i t t e n . I n i t the lodge took on i t s symbolj 
the l e a p i n g buck and i t s name Tom K i t a Chara* along w i t h 
the a n t l e r of the white t a i l e d deer as totem* The 
f a m i l i a r legend: 

"Long y e a r s ago, i n the dim ages of the 
past , . . " 

f i r s t appeared, and we have been moving onward and 
upward ever s i n c e . 



2. 

The remainder of the t h i r t i e s was f i l l e d w i t h 
f i r s t s f o r our Lodge, Our f i r s t lodge meeting took 
place i n 1937 at Wausau, and our f i r s t lodge o f f i c e r s 
were elected: Bob Tanck was Chiefs A r t Schaefer. Sec
r e t a r y , and Jim Kerr, Treasurer. Service"to our camps 
also began i n '37, i n two "spasms", a p a i r of groups 
developed an a t h l e t i c f i e l d a t Tesomas; Other f i r s t s 
were our f i r s t n a t i o n a l conference^ our f i r s t f e l l o w s h i p 
conference, our patch, and we helped s t a r t a new Lodge« 

The n a t i o n a l conference of 1938 h i g h l i g h t e d 
the year f o r 19 of our b r o t h e r s . We had the t h i r d 
l a r g e s t d e l e g a t i o n , behind t h e h o s t , and a New York lodge, 
at Camp Irpndale 80 miles south of S t o Louis, i n - t h e 
f o o t h i l l s of the Ozarks. A stajy at .a h o t e l w i t h the 
Cleveland I n d i a n s , but missing Bob-Feller, a t r i p t o the 
300, a dance on a r i v e r b o a t , a swimming pool- instead 6f 
a lake, and. the. conference h i g h l i g h t e d ^ the t r i p t o 
Misso u r i , This conference was e s p e c i a l l y important 
because i t was the f i r s t not held on t l i e east coast, and 
fo r tKe f i r s t time no eastern brpther.s were eleicted to ̂  ' 
o f f i c e s : i n f a c t Bob Tanck was on the n a t i o n a l nominat
ing committee and W i l l i a m Hoffmann was elected to the 
natlonaL commit tee of. the 0. A.̂  - Tom..^Kita' Chara too had 
i t s haxid^in^the Order of the Arrow at the n a t i o n a l ' level« 

1939 saw our f i r s t f e l l o w s h i p conference and a 
patch f o r i t . I t took place, over Labor Day^ week-end, 
and n i n e t y brothers from Wisconsin and Upper Michigan 
attended. The n a t i o n a l t r e a s u r e r , George Mozeolous from 
Owossippe Lodge, was our guest. A l l seven Lodges present 
agreed to have ,a repeat i n 194i, two years l a t e r e - '39 
also saw our Lodge grow i n t o two chapters: The Mystic 
Arrow Chapter a t Camp Chickagairi j o i n e d the Tesomas chapter. 

As we grew we helped the Lodge grow and on 
May 20, 1939 a group of our brothers journeyed to Green 
Lake and established a new lodge f o r the Four Lakes 
Council a t t h e i r Camp T i c r a ^ Four Lakes i s put of 
Madison and scouts from.there. Portage. Mineral P o i n t , 
Beaver Dam, Richland Center, and surrounding towns be^ 
came arrowmen^ 
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The f o r t i e s were years of c o n t r a s t f o r our # 
Lodge, as they were f o r the nationc A war, impeded 
growth, yet Tom K i t a Chara was g e t t i n g bigger, b e t t e r 
and stronger. 

I n 1940 was a b i g year f o r the Lodge. I n the 
spring one of our ceremonial teams t r a v e l e d to Camp 
Tichora and established a new lodge f o r the Four Lakes 
Council, and i n the f a l l to Camp Grooss of the N i c o l e t 
Council, where Chiquah Lodge was founded. Copper country 
and I r o n Range Councils also asked us to help them 
s t a r t Lodgeso 

Twenty-five of our br e t h e r n t r a v e l e d f o r nine 
days i n August and September t o Camp Twin Echo, Pa. 
f o r the 13th n a t i o n a l lodge meeting. They made the t r i p 
by r a i l r o a d , but f i r s t journeyed to New York C i t y and 
the World's F a i r . I t was at t h i s conference t h a t our 
Lodge was honored by the e l e c t i o n of our own W i l l i a m E« 
Hoffmann to a place on the National Executive Committee. 
At t h i s time there were 164 chartered lodges w i t h 13,165 
a c t i v e members i n the country., The nine days^ i n c l u d i n g 
" t r a i n f a r e s , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , h o t e l s , meals, admissions 
to F a i r , r e g i s t r a t i o n and lodging a t the conference, 
etc." cost each honor camper $54.30^ 

That year also saw the w r i t i n g of Regulations 
f o r our Lodge, At t h a t time a l l scouters, cubbers and 
o f f i c e r s of the Lodge and Chapters could wear deer horn 
points on t h e i r thongs. One had to be 14 years o l d t o 
become a member and one had to meet the requirements of 
the Ordeal without f l i n c h i n g . We had a Lodge Chief, 
F i r s t Deputy Chief, Second Deputy Chief and a Secretary-
Treasurer who were e l e c t e d , and dues were twenty f i v e 
cents. I n place of a F a l l Conference t h a t year there was 
a Winter Camp at which many Arrowmen were present and a 
reunion of the National Conference d e l e g a t i o n was held« 

The h i g h l i g h t of 1941 was the "second b i e n n i a l 
Order of the Arrow Fellowship Conference" i n August a t 
Camp Tesomas. Ten Lodges were i n v i t e d and three 
councils were i n v i t e d t o send delegations or selected 
candidates to form the nucleus charter groups f o r Lodges* 
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The next b i g event f o r Tom K i t a Chara was the 
Regional Fellowship Conference held i n Wausau, October 
7-8, 1944, A f u l l program, i n c l u d i n g discussions, 
souvenir swapping and f e l l o w s h i p took place. The 
h i g h l i g h t f o r our Lodge was the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t o 
d i s t r i c t chapterso About 200 Arrowmen from Wisconsin 
and Michigan attended*, 

I n the f a l l of 1945 t h i s f e l l o w s h i p con
ference became a Lodge f u n c t i o n as Tom K i t a Chara gather
ed at Camp Tesomas i n what would become our F a l l Con
ference, 

The f o l l o w i n g year was a b i g one f o r us, as the 
14th National Conference f i n a l l y was held and a f u t u r e 
President v i s i t e d us. The then General Eisenhower was 
vacationing w i t h h i s brothers i n V i l a s County and be
came an honorary member of our Lodge* I t was then t h a t 
we were presented w i t h the l e t t e r and sword which now 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y passes from Lodge Chief to Lodge Chief. 

Chanute F i e l d : an army a i r f o r c e base near 
Rantoul, 111. was the s i t e of 1947's National Conference 
at which 12 of our Lodge's members were present. The 
Conference saw 114 Lodges gather i n l a t e August. I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t long time par 100 camp inspector 
Herman Brandmiller, "Brandy", then of Appleton, who 
inspected Samoset camps i n the s i x t i e s , was given the 
V i g i l Honor at t h a t conference. Also W i l l i a m E. Hoffmann 
received a d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e award f o r h i s many 
years i n the W c W o W o 

L o c a l l y , we had an area meeting hosced by 
Wazyata Lodge which 30 from Tom K i t a Chara attended. 
I t took place at Camp Sinawa near Manitowoc. There was 
also a f e l l o w s h i p conference i n September which had been 
postponed due to the prevalance of p o l i o . This was the 
f e e t i n g now c a l l e d the F a l l Conference. 

The next year, 1947, again was a year of 
strengthening and innovation.. The \47 Lodge Conference 
was held w i t h o u t a delay t h i s year but there was no patch 
given f o r i t because the cost was deemed excessivev 
This year saw In d i a n Mound Reservation hold the Wis
consin Fellowship meeting. Milwaukee County Council 



I n the e a r l y 4 0 ^ 3 , the c a l l o u t bowl portrayed 
signs of a r e a l i s t i c Indian village» 

The b u i l d i n g of the blockhouses was seen by 
the Lodge i n 1940. The blockhouse soon grew 
to be known throughout the s t a t e as the symbol 
f o r Samoset and Tom K i t a Chara. 



TOM KITA CHARA'S FIRST BUCKSKIN, 1949-1950 



CALLOUT CERMONY - Late 40's 



The Lodge s u f f e r e d the loss of an outstanding 
brother. Miles Treviranus, a Lodge advisor and 
the guiding l i g h t of the 7-A area from i t s s t a r t 
u n t i l h i s death i n 1963. 
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put on a f i n e conference, which saw ojjr B i l l Hoffmann ^ 
as guest of honor^ He was then Scout Executive i n 
S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s . The most noteworthy events of t h i s 
year though v^ere new to the Lodge« We held our f i r s t 
Christmas Banquet on December 22, 1947. Eighty f e l l o w s 
gathered i n Wausau at Immanuel Lutheran Church f o r an 
informal program, and a good meal.. Everyone seemed to 
have a good time and optimism was expressed concerning 
making t h i s an annual event. We also scored a f i r s t f o r 
the n a t i o n w i t h our ceremony r e v i s i o n . I n January of 
1947, Kurt Krahn, wrote the d r a m a t i z a t i o n of the i n d u c t i o n 
ceremony based on the legend of the Lenni Lenopeo I n the 
December 1947 National B u l l e t i n , I l l i n e k Lodge no„ 132 of 
S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s published t h e i r c a l l out ceremony 
and wrote: 

"Credit f o r working out the a c t i o n and l i n e s 
o r i g i n a l l y should be given to Tom K i t a Chara Lodge no^ 96"-
A ceremony very s i m i l a r to ours f o l l o w s . A change was 
made i n our ceremony i n ^47. The m.ystic f i r e became a par t 
of i t and the Great S p i r i t became a part of our t r a d i t i o n . 
At t h a t time the close of the ceremony was s i g n a l l e d by 
s i x loud drum beats, not the f i v e of the past few yearsc 
The 1947 f a i l conference also saw the L i n c o l n County 
Chapter, one of our 9 chapters, o f f i c i a l l y a uthorized to 
pub l i s h our f i r s t Lodge new s l e t t e r . 

I n 1948 the Lodge fo r m a l i z e d the '̂ how and vjhen" 
to wear i n s i g n i a and t h i s r e p o r t was pub1ished i n our new 
newsletter« ^48 d i d not see an area conference, but i t 
d i d see a National Conference at Indiana U n i v e r s i t y ^ The 
F a l l Conference and Christmas Banquet were also held^ I n 
1949 the three b i g events were again t h e F a l l Conference^ 
the area PConference and the Christmas Banquet. Perhaps 
the h i g h l i g h t of the year was the f i r s t performance of the 
flaming hoop dance by Lloyd Berner, the dance would become 
such an important part of our ceremony. 

I n 1950 our Lodge became a mem.ber of area 7 - F 
which was composed of some of the Lodges of the o l d Area P, 
The 7 - F conference was held a t Gardner Dam.'s Camp, near 
Appleton. Camp Linowac and we had 20 a t t e n d i n g . The l a s t 
weekend i n August the 35th anniversary meeting of the 
National Order was held, again a t Bloomington, Indiana. 
One of the b i g things coming out of t h i s conference was the 
e l i m i n a t i o n of an age requirement. Our Lodge, f o r the 
f 1 r Q f r 1 . hp 1 H f^ «nr 1 nP- r o n f p.r p n r . P - T r TA/A R he 1 d a t Camo 



6, 

Chickagami, and many o f the scouts from the n o r t h saw i t ^ 
f o r the f i r s t time. The F a l l Conference was again held 
at Camp Tesomas and the cost was $3.00o 

In 1951 the annual Christmas Banquet was spe c i a l 
because we introduced the Eagle Feather Award a t i t . This 
award i s bestowed upon three non-arrow persons who have 
given outstanding s e r v i c e to our Councils May of 1951 
saw an Area 7 - F Conference at Camp Chickagami upon 
Kirk's 25th anniversary. About 142 arrowmen f r o m t h e a r e a 
attended. At t h i s conference Tichora Lodge planted a small 
white p i n c j symbol of i t s Lodge, as a l i v i n g token of 
t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n . We also r e w r o t e our Lodge t r a d i t i o n s 
and by-laws t h a t year to conform to the new r e v i s i o n s of 
the N a t i o n a l , e s p e c i a l l y age and membership requirement 
changes. At the Area 7 - F F a l l Conference a t the Camp 
of Wag-0-Shag Lodge>lt was decided not t o have a spr i n g 
get together. Discussion groups on various phases of the 
Arrow were he l d . About t h i s time our Marathon Chapter had 
a dance team^. the Wauhaukee India n s , which they had formed 
i n 1948. 

I n 1952 there was another National Conference, on l 
the planning committee v/as Area 7 F Chief, from Wausau, 
Dick Salzer. The gath e r i n g was held a t Miami of Ohio 
U n i v e r s i t y i n August. Dick was our Lodge Chief t h a t year 
tooc The annual F a l l Conference was held again at Tesomas 
i n September. A month l a t e r we had the l a r g e s t group to 
attend, 48, the 7 - F Conference at Camp Tichora., Some of 
the s k i l l demonstrations put on were; dancing, make-up, 
headdresses, leggings and w a r s h i r t s , and ceremonial grounds. 
Group discussions were also h e l d . The Christmas Banquet 
was held i n December 20th f o r a charge of $1.50. 

I n 1953 we again switched areas, we were now 
members of 7 - E and not 7 - F and Camp Tesomas was the 
sig h t of the 7 - E Pow Wow. Dick Salzer presided as 

dConference Chief. The F a l l Conference was h i g h l i g h t e d 
by the pre s e n t a t i o n of an eagle feat h e r bonnet to "Doc" 
Bersch, who l e f t our co u n c i l t o become executive a t 
Indians T r a i l s Council i n J a n e s v i l l e . 

The year of 1954 saw our two annual events 
reported as usu a l , and a 7 - E Conference was also h e l d . 
I t was hosted by The Braves of Decorah of the Gateway 
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Area Councilc The Conference was concerned mainly w i t h ^ 
n a t i o n a l p o l i c y concerning the nature of the Order. 
Our by-laws were again changed a : l i t t l e , p a r t i a l l y be
cause, of t h i s conferjenqe: The n a t u j e of the brotherhood 
'became less rank 1 i k e , and other ideas about requirements 
were s l i g h t l y changedc The high spot f o r t h i s year how
ever was the p r e s e n t a t i o n to Tom K i t a Chara of a c e r t i f i c a t 
of M e rit, f o r achievem.ent i n conservation by the U. S, 
Departmehts o f ^ A g r i c u l t u r e and I n t e r i o r ^ , • 

The Lodgf p r i n t e d a camp promotion guide.in 1955« 
I t included sections on procedures, h i s t o r y ^ and general 
i n f o r m a t i o n and was passed out to promotion teams members. 
I n a d d i t i o n to the F a l l Conference and the Christmas 
Banquet t h a t year the Lodge held a Spring Fellowship 
Conference-O-Ree. Both Arroxxmien and non-Arrowmen were 
i n v i t e d ^ . . -. ^ ̂  '̂ 

y \ . Then i n 1556 Myles Treviranus compiled a-Lodge 
Manual f o r Tom K i t a Chara. I t included sections p e r t a i n 
ing t o the legends of the Arrow and h i s t o r y of our Lodge 
and Council. I n s p i r e d by t h i s the Lodge also r e v i s e d the 
by-laws again and record^ed the c a l l i n g out ceremony as i t 
was then. I t was a c t u a l l y q u i t e d i f f e r e n t then.^;and even 
included a Medicine Man I n the dialogue. That year we 
had our F a l l Conference at Camp Chickagami, and the usual 
f e l l o w s h i p was h i g h l i g h t e d by an I n d i a n l o r e d i s c u s s i o n 
^nd dance i h s t r u c t i o n . The. Lodge adopted w^hat i s s t i l l 
the o f f i c i a l Lodge Flap patch t h a t year. The r u l e s s e t u p 
then s t i l l make our pocket, f l a p one of the most v a l u a b l e 
patches i n the country. Another b i g event t h a t year was 
another change i n areas.. We were nowmiembers of 7 - z\d 
our own Myles Treviranus was made the advisor^ He sparked 
the area u n t i l s h o r t l y before h i s death i n 1963., ^ 

The' next year, 1957, i n a d d i t i o n t o our annual 
events, the Lodge wrote an e l e c t i o n manual, which was i n a 
sense, an improvem.ent and r e v i s i o n of the ^55 camp pro
motion booklet. Then the next two years were again high
l i g h t e d by our annual events and l o t s ^of c h e e r f u l s e r v i c e . 

The f i r s t two years of the s i x t i e s were l a r g e l y 
concerned w i t h improvement of camp promotion, f o r the 
Council, c o n t i n u i n g the e f f o r t s of the l a t e f i f t i e s * Plans 
were made f o r a Where to go Camping Booklet to be issued to 
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our u n i t l e a d e r s . There were the u s u a l events, i n 
c l u d i n g a National Conference i n l 9 6 1 i n I l l i n o i s , which 
was c l o s e d by our founder E. Urner Goodman i n h i s 
s e v e n t i e t h y e a r . 1961 was our 25th year of c h e e r f u l 
s e r v i c e and our Christmas Banquet t h a t year saw 200 
brothers a t t e n d the a n n i v e r s a r y dinner- I t was a l s o the 
year we purchased our eagle f e a t h e r bonnet, which now 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y adorns the head of Allowoat Sakima. 

I n 1962 the r u l e s of our annual LaCrosse 
Tournament were w r i t t e n by Doug Cook, who then designed 
our f i r s t Lodge n e c k e r c h i e f : The y e l l o w s i l k s c r e e n 
one w i t h the l e a p i n g buck. E l e c t i o n procedures were 
improved the next year i n an e f f o r t to keep the standards 
of our Lodge high. 

The high point of 1964 was the Area 7 - A 
Conference a t Camp Gardner Dame I t was a g a t h e r i n g 
dedicated to our own Myles T r e v i r a n u s , who had passed 
away the preceeding yearc At t h a t Conference we t i e d f o r 
f i r s t i n dance competition and got Tom Kinney e l e c t e d 
Deputy C h i e f , 

The next year was the 50th a n n i v e r s a r y of the 
Order, and a N a t i o n a l Conference was h e l d a t the 
U n i v e r s i t y of I n d i a n a i n honor of the event. For Tom 
K i t a Chara i t was another b i g r e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l year. 
I n order to conform to n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s we changed to 
a system of four e l e c t e d o f f i c e r s and a group of 
committees« 1965 was a l s o the year Tony Lazewski 
designed a new Lodge n e c k e r c h i e f s i m i l a r to our patch. 
I t was adopted and r u l e s s i m i l a r to those governing 
our patch were i n s t i t u t e d . 

I n 1966, our 30th y e a r , we h e l d amass o r d e a l , 
something we t r i e d once i n 1960 and decided a g a i n t h a t 
our weekly system meant more to the o r d e a l candidate^ 
I n l a t e August the Myles T r e v i r a n u s Health Lodge a t 
Tesomas was d e d i c a t e d , Tom K i t a Chara Served as 
c o l o r guard. 

1967 was a banner year f o r the l e a p i n g buck. 
The Spring Conference became an annual event and t h i s 
year i t was a t r a i n i n g conference. The National 
Conference i n Nebraska found a l a r g e d e l e g a t i o n from 
our Lodge pr e s e n t , "with h e a r t s and w i l l s u n i t e d c " 
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Membership requirement changes of t h a t Conference would 
c r e a t e q u i t e a b i t of c o n t r o v e r s y . T h i s was a l s o the 
year t h a t a P o l i c y and T r a d i t i o n s paper was f i r s t 
w r i t t e n under the D i r e c t i o n of B r i a n Jensen and s e v e r a l 
other b r o t h e r s . The next year was more or l e s s a 
co n t i n u a t i o n of 1967. The new P o l i c y and T r a d i t i o n s 
Paper was r e v i s e d a l i t t l e i n order to s t r a i g h t e n i t out* 
For the f i r s t time our Lodge had a budget: i n order to keep 
b e t t e r t r a c k of our expanding Lodge* s money, a committee 
wrote a Lodge budget which was accepted a t the Christmas 
Banquet• Tony Lazewski s t a r t e d the Area 7 - A news
paper, Chippewa Chatter^ a welcome improvement of the 
area's communications. I n 1968 a new chapter was added 
as the Park F a l l s Area became our newest chapter. 

Then 1969 was h i g h l i g h t e d by the National 
Conference a t which Boy Power »76 was o u t l i n e d f o r 
Arrow Lodges. The membership requirement changes of 
1967 were reviewed and i t was agreed t h a t they must be 
changed. A l l i n a l l the year c l o s e d out another de
cade of s e r v i c e . 

The s e v e n t i e s began w i t h some more r e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n and s e v e r a l promises of t h i n g s to come. 
We were t o l d a t the 1970 7 - A Conference t h a t we would 
now be part of Area 9, along w i t h s e v e r a l o l d 7 - A 
and some new Lodges. The past few 7 - A Conferences had 
been very e x c i t i n g as our Lodge had won dance competitions, 
c l e a n e s t campsite awards, and had e l e c t e d s e v e r a l Deputy 
C h i e f s ; so many of us r e g r e t t e d the s p l i t * The "Where To 
Go Camping" Booklet was f i n a l l y p r i n t e d and i s now 
g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e . On the eve of our 35th a n n i v e r s a r y 
as a Lodge, much promise can be seen i n our f u t u r e . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , i t must be noted t h a t t h i s i s 
o n l y a b r i e f h i s t o r y of our f i r s t 35 y e a r s of s e r v i c e * 
We have t r i e d to p i c k out the h i g h l i g h t s of those y e a r s , 
and we hope that we have succeeded to some degree. The 
best way to l e a r n about our h i s t o r y i s to t a l k w i t h our 
brothers of past y e a r s * 




